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FORRESTFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL — COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.56 pm]: This weekend Forrestfield Primary School is hosting the 
official opening of its community garden. The garden has given students hands-on experience growing fresh 
food and it has also helped them develop some entrepreneurial skills in marketing the produce. This opening is 
the culmination of nearly three years’ hard work by students, teachers and parents to establish a community 
garden. It will be a celebration of the garden, including cooking programs. The school’s focus on sustainability 
underpins the cultural changes that the school is implementing at the moment. All students have designed a stall, 
which they made during technology and enterprise sessions, and will sell products related to the garden and 
sustainability. A large number of stalls will be set up to promote positive health and sustainability messages to 
the local community. There will be cooking demonstrations by local prominent chefs. Different cultural groups 
will perform music and traditional dances. An interesting array of food will be sold such as wood-fired pizzas as 
well as African, Sri Lankan, Burmese and Chinese traditional foods.  

I pass on my congratulations to Julie Parker, Rob Gear and all the parents, staff and students who are behind this 
project. Rob has been a powerhouse. He has driven this project forward with incredible energy and enthusiasm. I 
know he was also very active in getting community funding for this project. I am sorry that I was not able to fit 
in quite as much as he asked me, but I am sure he was able to put my donation to good use and will still let me 
sample some of the great food they have managed to grow in the garden. 
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